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Mount St. Helens at 300 Retumn, Remember, Reconnect

An obscured view of the crater and wet weather did not dampen enthu'ﬂaem
for the thirtieth anniversary of Mount St. Helens May 18, 1980 eruption
Johnston Ridge Observatdiyindreds of people turned out for the com-
memorative event which included a ribbon cutting for new interpretive d
its, a ground breaking for a new amphitheater and a presentation of sct
ages taken at Mount St. Helens by National Geographic photographers

o

Mount St. Helens Institute Executive Director Jeanne Bennet Bennett r
the seismic exhibit in Johnston Ridge Observatory had been updated i
initial phase with a bank of monitors leading into the auditorium, equiprg
and reaebuts for people to see firsthand.

Bennett said the second phase, funded by Recovery Act money, was r : ;

completed. This phase includes an interpretive mural of downed timber afigferactive and entertaining d.smays along with many

the eruption and monitor playing educational videos for visitors. other upgrades at Mount St. Helens, offer visitors a new
Cont. on pg. 3 experience at Johnston Ridge Observatory.

National Get Outdoors Dayd Vancouver:A Huge Success

The US Forest Service and the Gifford Pinchot National Forest always invites everyone to join us outdoors to protaet and cele
Amer i cads wspacas.rToshare thispassion for outdoor fun, Saturday, June 12, was a day of ideas, aciiwity, informat
and fun.

OWe are here at National Get Ouy awar
and fun, 6 said David Hu Gifford | ogi
forest and river, but also in p o]
Over 800 people attended the event and met Smokey Bear, Ranger R
Woodsy Owl. Visitors tried outdoor sports and activitiehéirgt like kayak™
ing and archery. They got information on where they could take their f3
to get outdoors all summer long.
Jeff Parrish with the Vancouver Water Resources center helped set u
the dayods activities. As a past ks f
0ltdéds good for the community to nd |
do to get outside.O6 He added th gr ea
and open opportunities to get a t hat
trouble, 6 and to, oOhelp soci ety 3Smékeybedt &oodeyOvd ddRader Ri€k spent time

with kids of all ages at GO DAY Vancouver, 2010.
The Lower Columbia Estuary Partnership wdsad to provide informa-
tion and canoe rides. Laura OO0Keefe said, OWe are here to
the water and to promote awareness of pollution and toxins, but really we want to expose people to the needs dcédheativer and
them on what they can do to make it better for everyone. o

The highwater in the Columbia allowed kayaking and canoeing in the brush away from the main river current. Paddlers explored t
riverside environ in front of the celebration at the Vancouver Water Resources Education Center.
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Mount St. Helens GroundBreaking

Ceremonial shovel tosses mark the site of a planned amphitheater
at Johnston Ridge Observatory. ( from left to right, Janine Clayton,
Forest Supervisor; Jim Bedwell, USFS Director of Recreation; Axel
Swanson, Cowlitz County Commissioner; Paul Pearce, Skamania
County Commissioner; Lee Grose, Lewis County Commissioner;
Tom Mulder, Monument Manager, and; Cal Joyner, Deputy Re-
gional Forester )

The new seismic exhibit that allows Johnston Ridge Observatory
visitors to get a first-hand feel of earthquakes was dedicated on
May 18". (from left to right, Tom Mulder , Monument Manager;
Cal Joyner, Deputy Regional Forester; Jim Bedwell, USFS Direc-
tor of Recreation; George Raiter, Cowlitz County Commissioner;
Paul Pearce, Skamania County Commissioner; Lee Grose, Lewis
County Commissioner, and; Jeanne Bennett, Mount St. Helens
Institute. )

Despite the weather on May 18, regional media gathered at
Loowit Viewpoint and Johnston Ridge Observatory to cover the
festivities.

GO Day 2010 cont. from pg. 1

Other activities and attractions included the Family Fun
Hike, horseéback riding, hurling, lacrosse, rowing, bicy-
cling, hiking outdoor cooking and Dutch oven demonstra-
tions, volcano painting, conservation activities, live birds
of-prey, information, gifts, prizes, music and much more.

Rebecca Hasher of Gifford Pinchot Fire Prevention spoke to kids
about fire-safety.

The Forest Service filled three tents with information on
the Gifford Pinchot, Mount St. Helens, Columbia River
Gorge National Scenic Area and Fire prevention. Recrea-
tion Program Manadlgaeksto®io bi n R«
partners, the City of Vancouver Water Resources Educa-
tion Center, Vancouv€ark Parks and Recreation De-
partment, and Washington Department of Natural Re-
sources; and the 32 other local businesses, clubs, non
profit organizations and government agencies that teamed
up with us, Vancouver's second Get Outdoors Day was a
huge success! 6

For more information on what you can do in your national
forests, visit the Gifford Pinchot National Forest website
athttp://www.fs.fed.us/gpnfl.

The heavy-lifters for GO Day 2010.

New Ground- News of the Gifford Pinchot National Forest Summer 2010 2


http://www.fs.fed.us/gpnf/

